
ENTR 200-001 Entrepreneurship Theory and Practice 
CRN 11050 Fall Semester 2021 

Kelly G. Shaver, Ph.D. shaver@cofc.edu 
Class Hours: 1:40-2:55 TR; BCTR 115 

Office Hours: TR by appointment 
 

Welcome! 
 
Welcome to ENTR 200. We hope that this course is the beginning of your entrepreneurial 
journey. Even if you never start a company of your own, factors that help entrepreneurs 
succeed – persistence, innovation, routine checking of reality – will help you in whatever 
your future holds.   
 
Social Responsibility 
 
Climate change is real. The COVID pandemic is real. Vaccination and face coverings are 
not political statements, they are aspects of our shared responsibility for each other. 
Fortunately for all of us, the Supreme Court of South Carolina has overruled the 
legislature and Governor, allowing the College to require face coverings indoors. As 
faculty members we can support this decision by encouraging socially responsible 
behavior. The total number of points available in this course comes to 200. Of that total, 
20 points is available to any student who wears a mask to every class session (no 
exceptions – being maskless a single time will eliminate your opportunity to earn the 20 
points). 
 
Catalog Description 
 
This course provides an introduction to theoretical and experiential issues in 
entrepreneurship including the language of entrepreneurship, creativity and innovation, 
lean startups, intrapreneurship, and learning from both successful and unsuccessful 
ventures. Readings, lectures, and live case discussions with entrepreneurs will be used 
to explore these and related issues. 
 
Required Textbook 
         
This course uses materials (professional articles, blogs, videos, etc.) available on the 
internet. There is no specific textbook. 
 
Technology Requirements        
 
Because of current surges, there is a chance we may need to move to synchronous 
online. If that happens, you will need a computer (a phone is likely not to be satisfactory) 
and a reliable internet connection for this class. If your internet connection is inadequate, 
you may be able to use your smartphone as a “wireless hotspot,” but be sure to verify 
that your wireless data plan will support such usage without raising your monthly charges.  



You will need to be familiar with Zoom, and with the Dropbox and Content features in 
OAKS. You will also need some word-processing program (Word, Pages, Google Docs), 
and some form of spreadsheet (Excel, Numbers, Google Sheets). If you have IT 
problems, please contact the IT Service Desk at https://help.cofc.edu/. 
 
Your Appearance and Pitches       

“Class casual” will normally be fine. The only exception to this policy is on days when you 
are giving an elevator pitch or a Turbo Presentation. On any of those days, you must be 
dressed in business casual at least. If you intend to earn the 20 points for mask wearing, 
part of either “class casual” or “business casual” will be a mask but you are permitted to 
remove your mask when you are in front of the class making a pitch or presentation.  

Attendance 

Attendance is expected, but not demanded. There is no explicit penalty for missing X 
number of classes, but your presence and participation will definitely matter if your term 
grade ends up on a borderline. Moreover, if you are not there for an external speaker or 
two, your opportunities for an effective final exam will be reduced accordingly. Because 
the College has stated that vaccinated students will not need to quarantine, and because 
of the success of the vaccine in preventing hospitalization, absence due to quarantine or 
hospitalization will be excused ONLY upon submission of proof of prior vaccination. 

Learning Goals  
        
This course directly addresses four of five Learning Goals established by the School of 
Business: 
 
• Communication skills. Class participation in discussion is expected. There will be 

three pitches during the semester. 
• Innovation and creativity. You will be asked to consider how lessons from class 

speakers and readings can support your personal entrepreneurial journey. 
• Global and civic responsibility. You will present about the UN’s Sustainable 

Development Goals, emphasizing how they apply to entrepreneurship.  
• Synthesis. There is a writing assignment that requires synthesis of information 

gathered from local entrepreneurs. 
 
Your Responsibilities         
 
Although I will occasionally “lecture,” either in a synchronous class session or in a video 
to be accessed asynchronously, most class periods will be devoted to discussion of 
material you are expected to have read prior to any Tuesday class. Any written work is to 
be submitted to OAKS by the deadline specified. Late quizzes or assignments will not be 
accepted.  
 
Please note that the deadlines are what I like to call “cruise ship deadlines,” rather than 
“airline departure deadlines.” The latter are notoriously imprecise, with most carriers 
meeting their own deadlines about 70% of the time. Cruise ships, however, incur 



substantial dockage penalties if their scheduled departures are late, so if the departure 
time is 5 PM and you arrive at the dock at 5:01, you will be watching the ship sail away. 
There is a reason for fixed deadlines in my course: fundamental fairness in grading. Not 
only does a fixed deadline provide exactly the same amount of preparation time for each 
student, it allows me to begin the grading in the same frame of mind for all. As noted 
above, if you miss any presentation, quiz, or deadline because of COVID-related 
hospitalization or quarantine, your absence will be forgiven only upon proof of your having 
been previously vaccinated. 
 
Expectations for Behavior and Communication      
 
This is a business course. Though I expect you will enjoy it, I hope you will behave and 
communicate – with me and with each other – the way you would in a business setting. 
Professional business writing has at least these three features: (1) it is grammatically 
correct, (2) it is error-free, and (3) it is more formal than DMs to friends. The latter means, 
for example, that there are complete sentences free of shortcut initials (such as BRB, JK, 
TTYS, etc.). Formality also requires that an email begin with a salutation and end with a 
signature “block” that at minimum contains your name and your email address. However 
you communicate with others outside of class, “official” messages from me (especially 
through OAKS) will be by email to your CofC email address. 
 
Respect others, and their time. You can certainly disagree with me or another student, 
but do so respectfully. Before you ask me a question, be sure that the answer is not in 
the syllabus or in other materials I have posted for the class. If you reply to a question, 
make sure your answer is accurate, do not just guess or report something you have 
“heard somewhere” but have not checked. 
 
Reaching Me           
 
I am in the office on Tuesdays and Thursdays, and anyone who is vaccinated is more 
than welcome to drop in. On the other weekdays (and a fair share of weekends) I am 
working on my research and writing as well as variety of service activities. For example, 
I serve as the College’s Faculty Representative to the Federal Demonstration Partnership 
and as a mentor in a national program for junior faculty. Consequently, though I may be 
online almost constantly, I will be available for your questions (at shaverk@cofc.edu) from 
8 AM to 6 PM on Tuesdays and Thursdays. But if you write me on a Friday, please do not 
expect to receive a reply before the following Tuesday. 
 
  



Evaluation            
 
• Turbo Presentations (10 points). Presentation skills are essential for success in 

entrepreneurship. Each Tuesday class period a different student team will 
summarize that week’s readings in a presentation containing exactly 12 slides. 
Each slide should have one appropriate graphic and a maximum of 7 words in a 
30-point font. Each presentation should have an introduction, applied lessons from 
the week’s readings, and a conclusion. Each presentation can last only four 
minutes. Please have a member of your team load the presentation before class. 
Turbo presentations will be evaluated in terms of professionalism in presentation, 
time keeping, and engagement of the audience. 

• Quizzes (100 points). There will be 11 quizzes, each worth 10 points. Quizzes 
are based on your knowledge, understanding, and application of the concepts 
covered in readings and class. Quizzes may consist of multiple-choice questions, 
True/False items, or short answer questions. The quiz with the lowest score is 
automatically dropped in OAKS. Thus, the quizzes together are worth a total of 
100 points. EVERY QUIZ CLOSES AT 11:59 AM ON THURSDAY.  

• Elevator Pitches (30 points). You will give three elevator pitches during the 
semester. Your peers will rate your pitch performance, and those peer ratings will 
determine your grade. Each pitch is worth up to 10 points. No slides are permitted. 
All pitches are limited to one minute of time. The first pitch will be your solution for 
a problem you have noted at the College. The second pitch will be based on one 
of the UN Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). The third pitch will be based 
on the principles of Disability and Entrepreneurship: Models of Success (DEMOS). 
Your peers will rate all pitches. On the third pitch, the ratings will allow us to select 
the best three pitches to be presented on the last day of class in a competition that 
includes all three sections of the course. Dr. Wyman’s class will also enter three 
pitches, Mr. Affonso’s class will have two entrants. These 8 students will compete 
for a share of $1,000.  

• Final exam (40 points). There is a final exam (details are specified below) that is 
worth up to 40 points. 

• Mask credit (20 points). For perfect attendance of your mask. 
 
Thus, the total points available = 200.  

 
Grading Scale 
 
Final grades will be computed according to the following table: 

       92+    A 
85-88.99     B+ 
72-75.99     C+ 
60-63.99     D+ 

0-51.99     F 

 88-91.99     A- 
80-84.99     B 
68-71.99     C 
56-59.99     D 

 

 
76-79.99      B- 
64-67.99      C- 
52-55.99      D- 

 
 
 
  



Final Examination 
 
Please watch The Last Lecture by Randy Pausch, available at the site: 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ji5_MqicxSo. Think about this semester — lessons 
from the classroom, books you have read, guest speakers you have interviewed, etc. 
Please present your own “last lecture” as a potential book — what are the key lessons 
that you have learned in the class and would like to pass on as a legacy. Please include 
only 4 pages of your book as follows:  
 
a. Title page – Present an illustrated front page of your book. Include the title of your book 

and your name as author. Be creative in your presentation!  
b. Second and third pages – a summary of the four (4) key entrepreneurial leadership 

lessons you would like to share. Please cite at least one different entrepreneur for 
each lesson. Next, illustrate these entrepreneurial lessons with specific examples 
how you will apply them (or have applied them) in designing your own life journey.  

c. Fourth page – How might you use the principles of entrepreneurship in your own future 
life (maximum of 25 words)?  

 
Please single space in Arial or Calibri font (size 12) and skip a line between paragraphs. 
Do not indent paragraphs (similar format to this syllabus). The final is due in PDF format 
in Dropbox on OAKS on the date and at the time specified in the College final exam 
calendar. Books will be graded on clarity, proofreading, and content (being professional, 
innovative, and engaging to the reader). 
 
Honor Code 
 
The College of Charleston’s published Honor Code governs behavior and performance 
in this course. See http://deanofstudents.cofc.edu/policies-and-procedures/honor-code-
and-code-of-conduct.php. 
 
Disability/Access 
 
Any student eligible for and needing accommodations because of a disability is requested 
to speak with me during the first two weeks of class or as soon as services have been 
approved so that reasonable accommodations can be arranged.  
 
Weather Events! 
 
There may be hurricanes or other weather events. The College takes the position that 
even if there is an evacuation, students are still responsible for normal academic progress 
and professors are responsible for making that happen as described in the inclement 
weather section of http://academicaffairs.cofc.edu/documents/syllabistatements.pdf, 
incorporated here by reference.  Two words: “OAKS” and “internet.” 
 
 
  



Course Outline (SUBJECT TO CHANGE)     
 

Week Dates Topic Quiz Planned Guest Speakers 
1 Aug 24 

Aug 26 

Introduction 

Entrepreneurial Mindset 

  

Mark Richards 

2 Aug 31 

Sep 2 

Creativity  
Quiz 1 

 

Christine Osborne 

3 Sep 7 

Sep 9 

Leadership  
Quiz 2 

 

President Hsu 

4 Sep 14 

Sep 16 

Lean Startup  
Quiz 3 

 

Jen Cooke 

5 Sep 21 
Sep 23 

Business Models  
Quiz 4 

 
Elevator Pitch I 

6 Sep 28 

Sep 30 

IP and Legal Issues 

DEMOS Universal Design 

 
Quiz 5 

 

Dr. Cindi May 

7 Oct 5 

Oct 7 

Impact Entrepreneurship and SDGs  
Quiz 6 

 

Stuart Williams & Guests 

8 Oct 12 

Oct 14 

Entrepreneurial Marketing  
Quiz 7 

 

Gail DePriest 

9 Oct 19 

Oct 21 

FALL BREAK – No Class   

Elevator Pitch II 
10 Oct 26 

Oct 28 

Sales and Negotiation  
Quiz 8 

 

Steve Edwards 

11 Nov 2 

Nov 4 

Bootstrapping  
Quiz 9 

 

Kenny Ridgell & Guests 

12 Nov 9 

Nov 11 

Angel Capital  
Quiz 10 

 

Glenn Starkman Hour 

13 Nov 16 

Nov 18 

Business Plans  
Quiz 11 

 

Elevator Pitch III 
14 Nov 23 

Nov 25 

The Last Lecture Video 

THANKSGIVING – No Class 
  

15 Nov 30 

Dec 2 

Run into the fire 

 

  

DEMOS Finale 
 Dec 9 Final exam due by 3:00 PM   

 

 
 
 
 



Biography 
 
Kelly G. Shaver is Professor of Entrepreneurial Studies at the College of Charleston. 
He is a Fellow of the Association for Psychological Science, a Fellow of the Society of 
Personality and Social Psychology, past Chair of the Entrepreneurship Division of the 
Academy of Management, and a Justin Longenecker Fellow of the United States 
Association for Small Business and Entrepreneurship (USASBE). Kelly’s previous 
appointments include the College of William & Mary, the Entrepreneurship and Small 
Business Research Institute in Stockholm, and the National Science Foundation. He 
has won a teaching award from the Entrepreneurship Division of the Academy of 
Management, a Best Paper Award from the National Federation of Independent 
Businesses, the 2014 Distinguished Research Award from College of Charleston 
School of Business, the 2016 Distinguished Research Award from the College of 
Charleston (the first Business professor to win this award in its 39-year prior history), 
the 2018 GEN Global Compass Award for Research Champions, and the 2019 Max S. 
Wortman Award for Lifetime Achievement in Entrepreneurship from USASBE. His 
internationally recognized entrepreneurship research has been supported by the Ewing 
Marion Kauffman Foundation and the National Science Foundation. He has served as 
Editor of Entrepreneurship Theory & Practice, and as an Associate Editor of the Journal 
of Small Business Management. He is the founder of MindCette, LLC, an 
entrepreneurship testing and consulting company that provides online testing of 
personal entrepreneurial potential and conducts nationally representative studies of 
entrepreneurial mindset (https://www.mindcette.com). He is an Associate Member of 
VentureSouth, an angel investment group headquartered in South Carolina. 
 


