
CofC ECON 200, Principles of Microeconomics                               Spring 2023 | Section 3 | CRN 21195                      

 
Lecture Info: Education Center 118 | Tu/Th 9:25-10:40 | January 12 – April 25    

Professor: Dr. Doug Walker | 427 Beatty | 953-8192 | http://walkerd.people.cofc.edu     

  WalkerD@cofc.edu, please put “ECON 200” in the subject line 

Office Hours: By appointment, Tu/Th 11:00-12:00, 1:30-2:30; and W 12:30-1:30. Use Appointment Manager to 

schedule, at least 24 hrs. in advance. Please cancel any appointment you cannot keep. 

 

I. KEY COURSE INFORMATION – Information you need to be successful in the class 

 

   LECTURE FORMAT:  The course material is delivered with in-person lectures. Assigned readings will 

be listed in OAKS. Occasional short videos or articles will also be assigned and provided in OAKS. 

Occasionally I may pre-record a lecture, which will be available for you on YouTube or in OAKS.  

 

   HOW TO STUDY & SUCCEED: This is a sophomore level class, so you are expected to have basic study- 

and time management skills. To succeed in this class, you should attend all lectures and take 

detailed, written notes during the lectures. You may find it helpful to bring the main textbook to 

lectures. Computer use is NOT ALLOWED during lectures. After each lecture (and before the next one) 

you should rewrite your notes, with a focus on understanding the graphical models.   

   Students often say, “I felt like I understood everything in the books and lectures, but I still 

didn’t do well on the exams.” I believe this is due to a lack of writing while studying. The material 

should make sense when you see it in the lecture and books; it’s my job and the book authors’ jobs 

to explain things clearly. But just because you read or watch a lecture doesn’t mean you understand. 

You will learn better from writing than just viewing or reading lecture notes. This is because 

writing forces you to work through the material more thoughtfully than just visual studying.   

 

   REQUIRED BOOKS:  There are 3 required books for the course, available at Amazon.com.  

 

 Introductory Microeconomics (spring 2023 draft), by Douglas Walker (ISBN 979-8373152723)  $15 

 The Armchair Economist, by Steven Landsburg (ISBN 978-1451651737)  $13.50 

Economics in One Lesson, by Henry Hazlitt (ISBN 978-0517548233)  $12.50 

  

   ATTENDANCE POLICY:  You are expected to attend all lectures, and I will take attendance at the 

beginning of class. However, you do not need to inform me or provide an excuse for absences. If you 

miss a lecture, make sure you get lecture notes from another student, as I do not video record class. 

 

   HOMEWORK:  There will be 10 homework assignments (HW) during the semester. These will be 

distributed either in-class, or in OAKS. HW will contain up to 10 practice questions/problems that 

you are to work out after studying lecture material. On or before the due date/time you will open 

the “assessment” in Akindi and submit your answers for a select 5 of the HW problems. Akindi will 

offer your multiple-choice answers for the questions/problems, and your time will be limited to 5 

minutes. Therefore, make sure you have worked through the entire HW before opening the Akindi 

assessment to submit your responses. Each HW is worth 5 points. No late HW submissions are accepted.    

 

   EXAMS:  There will be 4 exams during the semester, including the Final Exam. Exams are multiple-

choice format, with up to 50 questions, and are typically given in-person. You are NOT REQUIRED to 

take any individual exam. Exam coverage and point values are shown in the table below. Exam 1 and 

2 dates will be announced at least 1 week in advance. 

 

Assignment       Text Chs. Covered   Point Value    Date            

Homework (1-10) various    50  various 

Exam 1  1 – 6    100  expected mid/late Feb.  

Exam 2  7 – 11     75  expected early Apr. 

Exam 3  12 – 14    50  Tues., Apr. 25 

Final Exam  comprehensive  100  Tues., May 2, 8:00-10:00am 
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   GRADE CALCULATION:  Your course grade will be based on your understanding of the material, which 

you develop by attending lectures, studying, and completing HW, and exhibit through your 

performance on 4 exams offered during the semester. There are a total of 375 points available in 

the class. Letter grades are based on a 90-80-70-60 percent scale, with +/- grades assigned at my 

discretion. Your course letter grade may be higher, but not lower, than indicated by this scale. 

   Each exam score will be curved as follows: I will calculate the average test score for all 

students scoring at least 50%, then add points equal to half the difference between that average 

and 75%. For example, if the class average is 63%, I will add 6% (rounded to the nearest whole point) 

to each student’s score.  

 

   MISSING EXAMS:  If you miss any of the interim exams (Exams 1, 2, or 3) for any reason, I will 

replace the missed exam score(s) with the percentage score you earn on the Final Exam. For example, 

if you skip Exam 3, and score 80/100 (80%) on the Final Exam, you will receive a score of 40/50 (80%) 

on Exam 3. (Note that any curve applied to Exam 3 scores will not be added on top of this score.) 

   If you miss the Final Exam for any reason, you will receive a zero score on it, but I will 

calculate your course grade out of 275 points. Note that this allows you to skip the Final Exam 

without penalty if you are satisfied with your grade from HW and Exams 1-3. 

   As noted in the previous section, you are not required to take any individual exam. However, it 

is your responsibility to take enough of the exams in order to receive the grade you desire. 
 
   MAKE-UP POLICY:  Since you are not required to take any individual exam, NO MAKE-UPS ARE GIVEN, 

FOR ANY REASON (including COVID and quarantine). You do not need to provide documentation or excuses 

for missing exams. See the previous section for the grading policy in case you miss any exam(s).   

   College policy requires that you take the Final Exam at the College-scheduled day and time. 

However, if you miss the Final Exam for a health reason or personal emergency, you must report 

this to me by email or phone message before 8:00am on Tues., May 2. If I excuse your absence from the 

Final Exam, you may take a make-up exam, in person, on Friday, May 5. The make-up Final Exam will 

be different than the Final Exam given in class, to include graphical and written problems. 

 

II. OTHER IMPORTANT INFORMATION – Important dates and other information you may need 

 

   DISABILITY/ACCESS POLICY:  Any student eligible for and needing accommodations should provide a  

copy of the Professor Notification Letter to me by Tuesday, January 24. Please bring the PNL to me 

after class or at my office, even if you may not be initially requesting accommodations. For more 

information, see http://disability services.cofc.edu/. 

 

   WITHDRAWING FROM THE COURSE:  The last day to withdraw from the course (with a W grade) is Friday, 

March 24. If you are not satisfied with your midterm grade, I recommend that you drop the class.  

 

   NEGOTIATING GRADES:  Grades are not negotiable. My grading policy is straightforward and 

transparent, and all students are treated equally. I am simply a “scorekeeper” when it comes to 

assigning course grades. Please do not ask me to arbitrarily increase your grade, to offer you 

individual “extra credit,” or for other special treatment. This would be unfair to other students, 

and my answer to such requests is always “no.” I will not respond to any email in which a student 

asks for an arbitrary grade increase. 

 

   CHEATING:  If I catch you cheating, I will seek to impose the most serious consequences allowed 

under CofC policies. See the “Honor Code” section of the Miscellaneous information posted in OAKS 

before you consider cheating in this class. 

 

III. MISCELLANY – The College requires that additional information be provided on the syllabus. That 

information is considered part of this syllabus and can be found under the “Content” tab, “Syllabus” 

module, in OAKS. 


