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ECON 360: Experimental Economics  
Spring 2013 

Syllabus 

 
Section: 01 
Time: MWF 10:00 – 10:50 a.m. 
Classroom: Tate Center, Room 304 
Textbook: Markets, Games & Strategic Behavior by Charles A. Holt 
Prerequisite: ECON 200, 201; MATH 104 or 250 recommended 
Instructor: Calvin Blackwell 
Office: Beatty Center, Room 333 
Office Hours: Monday, 1:00 – 3:00 p.m., Tuesday, 8:00 – 10:30 a.m., and by appointment 
Email: blackwellc@cofc.edu 
Telephone: (843) 953-7836 
Homepage: http://www.cofc.edu/~calb 

 
 
Experimental economics has become a major area of research in economics. Its basic premise is that all good 
economic theories can be tested in a controlled laboratory setting. This course shows how the experimental 
method can be applied to questions in the theory of markets, games, and decisions. This course surveys some 
classics of experimental economics and discusses some of its recent developments.  
 
Class Objective: 
 
To introduce students to the methodologies and primary findings of experimental economics. After taking this 
course, the student should: 

 understand how economists use experiments to test economic theory; and 
 know the basic research results regarding markets and individual decision-making found using 

experimental economics. 
 
This class addresses the School of Business’ learning goal of problem solving. 
 
Policies 
 
1. You should come to class. I lecture on material not covered in the textbook; you are responsible for all the 

information in both the lectures and the text. Part of your grade is based on class attendance. You will be 
expected to participate in classroom experiments, and your grade will be determined in part from your 
performance in these experiments. 

2. You must behave yourself while in class. I expect all students to behave appropriately while in the classroom. 
If you have a question, raise your hand and I will be more than happy to answer your question. I expect you to 
arrive for class on time and prepared. Classroom disturbance of any kind will not be tolerated – you impose a 
cost not only on yourself, but also upon your classmates when you disrupt my class. Please do not talk to your 
neighbors while I am lecturing. If you must carry a cell phone or pager, turn it off while you are in my class! 

3. You must complete your assignments on time. No excuses! Homework deadlines will not be extended for any 
reason! Most students submit all their assignments on time. 

4. You must take the exams at the scheduled time. I want you to take the exams at the times they are 
scheduled. If you have any problems with the timing of tests, please notify me in advance. You must give me 
your excuse before the test begins. You can send me an email or leave me a message, but you must inform me 
of your absence prior to the test. Failure to provide a legitimate excuse prior to the exam will result in a grade 
of zero. If you have a legitimate excuse you will not take a makeup exam; instead I will re-weight your final 
exam to cover the exam missed and the final exam. Example: You miss the midterm exam, which is worth 20% 
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of the course grade. Normally the final exam is worth 40% of the course grade, but for you it will be worth 
(20% + 40%) = 60% of the course grade. 

5. Cheating will be dealt with severely. All students are expected to follow to the College Honor Code and Code 
of Student Conduct (consult your student handbook if you need to review the codes.) Cases of suspected 
academic dishonesty will be reported directly to the Dean of Students. A student found responsible for 
academic dishonesty will receive a grade of XF in the course, indicating failure of the course due to academic 
dishonesty. The student may also be placed on disciplinary probation, suspended or expelled. Students can 
find the complete Honor Code and all related processes in the Student Handbook at 
http://studentaffairs.cofc.edu/honor-system/studenthandbook/index.php 

6. All course materials will be available on OAKS. The website will contain copies of homework and paper 
assignments, practice questions for exams, and general class announcements.  

7. Learning Disability. If there is any student in this class who has a documented learning disability and has been 
approved to receive accommodations through SNAP Services, please feel free to come by and discuss this with 
me during my office hours. 

8. If you have a problem, you must express it to me in writing. If you have a “problem,” you must provide the 
proper paperwork for me to solve it. A “problem” could be any of a number of things. Some examples: You 
have to miss the midterm exam because you are going out of town and you need an excused absence or you 
believe that I graded an assignment unfairly. In order to address your problem, I need to know the nature of 
the problem and your proposed solution to this problem. This information must all be in writing, using my “I 
have a problem...” form. I will need two (2) copies of this form. I will keep one for my own records and return 
one to you with my response. You may only appeal my decision with another problem form. For certain 
requests I require supporting documentation, e.g. doctor’s excuse, court summons, etc. I will not consider any 
problem unless it is presented in this format. If you want to challenge a grade on an assignment, you must 
explain which problems were graded incorrectly and why you should receive more credit. 

 
Grading 
 
I base your grade on four criteria: 

 Knowledge of material covered in the textbook and in class; 

 Ability to apply knowledge; 

 Ability to relay that knowledge back to me; and 

 Responsibility – assignments turned in on time, exams taken at the appropriate time. 
Notice grades are only indirectly based on effort! Instead, your grade is based primarily on your competence with 
Game Theory. 
 
I will give you a zero if you fail to take an exam (and do not have an appropriate excuse) on time or fail to turn in a 
homework assignment on time. 
 
The breakdown for points is as follows: 
 

Assignment Value Description 

Midterm Exam 20% Exam covers approximately one-half of the course material.  

Final Exam 40% Cumulative final exam. Longer version of midterm. 

Homework 40% Periodically you will have a short homework assignment due. I will drop your 
two lowest scores. 

 
Your class grade depends on the total amount of points you earn. I do not rule out a curve, but I promise that I 
never curve down, only up. Therefore the following scale shows sufficient but not necessary conditions for a 
particular grade: 
 

A B C D F 

100 – 90% 89 – 80% 79 – 70% 69 – 60% Below 60% 

http://studentaffairs.cofc.edu/honor-system/studenthandbook/index.php
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Important Dates 
 

Date Assignment 

21 January NO CLASS – MLK Day 

4 - 8 March NO CLASS - SPRING BREAK 

13 March MIDTERM EXAM 

1 May FINAL EXAM, 8 AM TO 11 AM 

 
Note: I plan to cover most of the chapters in our text. Reading assignments will depend upon our pace - I will make 
regular announcements about the reading assignments. I expect you to have read the given assignment when you 
come to class. 
 
Tips for Success 
 
If you are having trouble following the material in the course, you are encouraged to seek additional help early so 
that you do not fall behind. Do not wait until it’s too late. You may see me during my office hours or you may make 
an appointment for some other time. If your class schedule and/or work schedule makes it impossible for you to 
meet with me during my scheduled office hours, please let me know by sending a list of times that you are free to 
my email address. You may also drop by my office for extra help any time you feel it is necessary, but you might 
want to call first to make sure I’m in. Remember, your tuition pays for my time, so use it! 
 
This is your course.  You will find that I am extremely flexible with regard to many aspects of this class. I value your 
input and will use it to make the class better for you, so if there is anything that you feel will enhance your learning 
experience, please let me know.  
 
 
 
 



 

I have a problem... 
 
Name: 

 
_____________________________ 

 
Date: 

 
__________ 

 
ECON 360 Spring 2013 

 
Directions: Fill out this form completely. Remember, you are trying to convince me to do something for you! Don’t 
forget, you must submit 2 copies. 
State the nature of your problem: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

State your proposed solution to this problem: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Supporting documentation: 

 
 
 

My decision: 

 
 
 
 
 
 

  



 

ECON 360: Experimental Economics  
Spring 2013 

Instructor: Calvin Blackwell 

 
Contract 

 
 
Name: _______________________________ 

 
Student ID#: _________________________ 

 
I have received a syllabus from Professor Blackwell for ECON 360. I understand and agree that I will follow all the 
policies listed in that syllabus, including but not limited to: 

 I accept the attendance policy, which requires my presence in class at each meeting time, and for which there 
are no excused absences except in exceptional circumstances for midterm exams. 

 I accept the responsibility to know of assignment deadlines, and not to ask for special treatment or favors. 

 I understand that under no circumstances will late assignments be accepted after the posted deadlines. 

 I understand that if I wish Professor Blackwell to respond to any of my requests, I must submit 2 copies of an 
appropriately completed I have a problem form.  

 
I understand that in return for accepting these conditions, Professor Blackwell agrees to the following: 

 To be prepared for each class with well-organized, meaningful material. 

 To return all exams within five class periods after the assignment is submitted. 

 To carefully consider all student requests made through the I have a problem form. 

 To maintain current records so that each student may know at any time his or her grade status. 

 To provide details of assignments at least one week before they are due. 

 To maintain regular office hours and be available at other times for students as requested. 

 To provide a meaningful and productive learning experience for those students willing to do the work. 
 
Signed: _________________________________________ Date: _______________ 
 
  
 


